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SILVER KNIGHT NEWSLETTER

State Deputy’s Message

Brother Knights,

Cheers to the New Year!  It is time to share my joy with you 
Brother Knights.  

May this coming year bring us more hope and opportunities in life 
with the divine presence of the Lord, Holy Spirit and through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Time to reflect back and plan for the future.  Looking back at 
last year, we had some ups and downs but we certainly came back 
and rose to the occasion.  The future of the State is bright and 
certainly will rely on your positive attitude.

My family and I want to thank you all for the work that you 
do.  Wishing you all good health and prosperity in this coming 
year!

Thank you and God Bless!

Meynard Infantado

StateSecretary@NV-KofC.com 
State Deputy

StateDeputy@NV-KofC.com

Phone: (702) 280-5923

“Spearheading Membership and Empowering Mentorship 
One Brother Knight at A Time.” 

mailto:StateDeputy@NV-KofC.com
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Holy Father’s  
PRAYER INTENTIONS

January 2023 

For educators 

We pray that educators may be 
credible witnesses, teaching 
fraternity rather than 
competition and helping the 
youngest and most vulnerable 
above all. 
 

Prayer of the Month - 
January 2023 

Lord God, your spirit of wisdom 
fills the earth and teaches us 
your ways. 
Look upon all teachers. Let 
them strive to share their 
knowledge with gentle patience 
and endeavor always to bring 
the truth to eager minds. 
Grant that they may follow 
Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, 
and the life, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

State Secretary’s Message 

Brothers Knights,

Our State Chief of Staff Ken Sawyer recently sent me an email 
describing his experience going through a Eucharistic Minister 
class at our Parish.  He’d been an Eucharistic Minister previously 
and had taken a similar course some time ago but his experience 
this time was eye-opening.

After the course, Ken decided to do some research and came upon 
this very interesting video from Supreme.

https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-faith/eucharist.html

It is worth watching.  The video shows interviews with top 
Catholic speakers and inspiring portraits of lives of Eucharistic 
devotion.  Among, those are:

• Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan

• St. Teresa of Calcutta

• St. Pedro de Jesus Maldonado

• J. R.R. Tolkien
 

I could not think of anything more befitting to begin the New 
Year with, than to share this with you all as my State Secretary’s 
message.  I believe that many of us have forgotten the true 
meaning of the Eucharist and the power that it holds.  St. John 
Paul II has said, “The Eucharist is the heart of the Church.  Where 
Eucharistic life flourishes, there the life of the Church will blossom.”  We 
must continue our devotion and inspire brother Knights to renew 
and deepen their devotion to Christ.  

Ken suggested that we consider showing it at a Council meeting. 
Since our meetings call for a message from the Lecturer, this 
would be a perfect fit. 

https://popesprayerusa.net/2022/02/14/pope-francis-reveals-2023-prayer-intentions/
https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-faith/eucharist.html


Knights of Columbus, Nevada State Council January, 2023

Volume 10, Issue 1 3

Upcoming Nevada 
Events 

01/07  Formation Degree     
     Exemplification      
     Council #9899 

01/10  Formation Degree     
     Exemplification      
     Council #9102 

01/14  4th Degree        
     Exemplification      
     Council #8282 

01/21  Formation Degree     
     Exemplification      
     Council #14144 

01/28  Feast of St. Thomas     
     Aquinas 2023      
     Newman Center UNLV 

05/05 – Annual Convention  
05/07  Council #12877 

January 2023 Readings 

1/01/23 
The Octave Day of Christmas 

Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of 

God 
 

1/08/23 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

1/15/23 
Second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 
 

1/22/23 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

1/29/23 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

“The Eucharist is the bread that gives strength… It is at once the most 
eloquent proof of His love and the most powerful means of fostering His 
love in us. He gives Himself every day so that our hearts as burning coals 
may set afire the hearts of the faithful.”

– Mother Teresa (St. Teresa of Calcutta)

Councils should also consider conducting a Eucharistic 
Processions.  A parish community that undertakes a Eucharistic 
Procession has made the decision to proclaim their belief in the 
Eucharist.  By this public witness of faith, the parish invites 
people in the community to encounter the presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist. 

For those who participate in the procession, it is an opportunity 
not only to proclaim their faith but also to grow in their faith, and 
as a Knight sponsored event, this would also be an excellent 
opportunity to show what being a Knight is all about.

Thank you Brother Ken for sharing this with us.

I wish all of you a Happy, Healthy and Blessed New Year

Vivat Jesus!  

 
Al Cuccinelli 
State Secretary

StateSecretary@NV-KofC.com 
Phone: (305) 588-6312

mailto:StateSecretary@NV-KofC.com
https://e.givesmart.com/events/pJ5/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010123.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010123.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010123.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010123.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010823.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011523.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011523.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012223.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012923.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012923.cfm
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State Membership Director’s 
Message 

“Review, Refocus, and Refresh Your 
Membership” 

Worthy Brothers,

Happy New Year!

It is time to for both individuals and for Councils to review, 
refocus, and refresh. 
 
Contact each of your Council officers and members this month in 
person, by phone, send texts, or send emails.  Challenge each man to 
participate in one of more of your Council’s Faith in Action 
programs.  Encourage Brothers to go to the Faith in Action – 
Overview found on the Supreme Website and review one (or more) 
of the Categories:  Faith, Family, Community, or Life.  Ask each 
Knight to report back to the Council on one (or more) programs 
that the Council should implement to build our Faith and to 
strengthen our families. 
 
After your Council officers and members reviewed some of the 
Programs listed in the Categories, you may choose to refocus your 
Council’s Faith in Action plan.  Discuss some of the Program 
options that members have found of interest.  Choose to implement 
some of the new Programs or augment some of your traditional 
Programs by focusing on the “Higher Purpose” and the “overview” 
detailed for each listed Program.  Your Council can be refreshed by 
refocusing on the spiritual values that underlie each of our 
Programs. 
 
This is the new Membership recruitment action plan:  Fully 
implement the Order’s Faith in Action plan.  Review your Programs 
to refocus them on Faith and Family.  This will refresh your 
Council’s actions.  The focus on Faith will pique the interest of 
those who are not yet Knights.  Men and their families will be drawn 
to our Faith in Action Programs. 
 
Always, always, always be ready to recruit at each of your Council’s 
Program events. 

Nevada Assemblies 

#611  Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J.    
 Lambe 
#612  Bishop Manogue 
#613  Fr. Caesar John Caviglia 
#614  Milo Taber 
#2164  Rev. Theodore Van     
 Skee 
#2532  Fr. Joseph Bochenski 
#2561  Rev. Robert Votta 
#2739  Fr. Sauveur Dominic    
 Tambourin 
#2776  Fr. Michael J. McGivney 
#2777  Our Lady of Sierra 
#2820  Fr. Joseph O’Callahan 
#3118  St. Andrews 
#3134  Our Lady of Tahoe 
#3375  Guardian Angel 
#3566  St. Pedro Calungsod 
#3643  St. Frances Garces 
#3684  Fr. Emile Caponne 
#3772  Fr. John Kenny 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/community/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/life/index.html
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David M Ryan, VSM, PSD  
State Membership Director

David.M.Ryan1946@gmail.com 
Phone: 702-338-8097

Be sure to invite all Catholic men and their families whenever you 
implement a Program such as hosting a Holy Hour, implementing 
the Family Fully Alive program, participating in a Helping Hands 
event, or when you organize a Novena for Life. 
 
By joining with Knights in Faith or in Action, those non-Knights 
will know and feel the value of the K of C.  So, near the end of every 
successful Faith in Action event, ask the Prospect who attended: 
 
Was this event valuable to you and your family?

• Should we do this event again?

• Would you be willing to help with this Program in the future?

• Would you like information about how the Knights of Columbus 
can help you and your family to increase your Faith through 
Action?

• Would you give us you contact information so we can invite you to 
participate again?

 
Please forward this message to any Brother Knight who may choose 
to use it to help build your Council.

God Bless

 

Blessed Michael 
McGivney, pray for us! 

Remember: 

The message Blessed Michael 
McGivney continues to have for 
us, that we carry on the work he 
began 141 years ago, when he 
gathered a group of Catholic men 
in the basement of St. Mary’s 
Church in New Haven, CT.  

Continue: 

Continue to Celebrate Father 
Michael J. McGivney’s “Blessed” 
status and pray for his 
Canonization!!!

Visit the website: 

Recruiting must be intentional, it just 
does not simply happen.

The New Year is upon us. We 
make resolutions to be better 
whether eating, spending, 
exercising, or being a better 
servant of God? We keep our 
resolution by remaining active as 
a Knight. Make another 
resolution. Help another keep 
their resolution to be a better 
servant.  Ask a man to join, and 
make sure you get him, and his 
family involved in our programs.

Remember sometimes all we need 
from our Knights is to pray. 

  -  Ray Lopez, RGD 

https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/holy-hour.html#/
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html#/
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/community/helping-hands.html#/
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/life/novena-life.html#/
http://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org
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Field Agents - Nevada 

Albert Chia  
702-493-2818 
albert.chia@kofc.org 

Councils:  
3741 – 5448 - 7708 - 8078 - 9102 
- 9437 - 9899 - 13392 - 13691 - 
14144 - 14784 - 14820 

Joseph Melancon 
775-427-5281 
joseph.melancon@kofc.org 

Councils: 
978 - 1340 - 2380 - 2511 - 2666 - 
4781 - 4828 - 4928 - 4997 - 6688 
- 7322 - 10577 - 11174 - 11512 - 
12845 - 12877 - 13842 - 13897 - 
13924 - 13944 - 14588 - 16207 

Stephen Melancon 
702-672-1425 
stephen.melancon@kofc.org 

Councils: 
2828 - 8282 - 10442 - 10780 - 
11029 - 13456 - 13754 - 14544 – 
15790 - 17996 

Did you know that, at one time, Virginia City was occupied by the 
Mad Monks of St. Mary’s?  There are many ways of traveling 
through time in a historic city that helped shape the American 
West.  An unmistakable fixture on the Virginia City skyline is St. 
Mary in the Mountains Catholic Church the first Catholic church in 
the state of Nevada erected in 1870 and is still in operation with 
Masses weekly and welcoming all visitors to explore historic 
preservation and the museum on the lower level, which is currently 
managed by the Knights of Columbus, Council 13924, St. Ann 
parish, Dayton, NV.

By the time the 1950’s rolled around, the former glory of St. Mary in 
the Mountains had waned with the church in serious decay.  There 
was a discussion of the area bishops regarding the “Gothic” 
architectural style that was no longer relevant.  To reinvent the 
church and make it more interesting to a younger congregation, a 
group of Cistercian monks from Sparta, Wisconsin, led by Father 
Robert Jelliffe, were recruited for this renovation and later became 
known as the “Mad Monks”.  They took over the management of 
the church in 1957 and essentially took an unmeasurable toll on the 
European craftsmanship and historic, invaluable features that were 
existing in the church.  Original 1870s-era-stained glass windows 
were broken out, the choir loft was removed, structurally damaging 
the building, and religious figures were transformed into abstract-
modern-style forms.  

By divine intervention, a new priest, Father Caviglia stopped the 
atrocities the Mad Monks were doing.  In 1959 the monks left 
Virginia City after a successful campaign, by the townspeople, to 
remove them.  

The features that were original to the church were rebuilt, and St. 
Mary of the Mountains former glory was once again restored which 
also included restoring the stain glass windows in their original 
design.  

In 2007 enterprising congregation members organized and now 
manufacture a wine “Mad Monks Fire” to help with the ongoing 
maintenance of the church facility.  Mad Monks wine is still 
available locally, turning sour grapes into wine!

Nevada History of St. Mary in 
the Mountains 

J. Michael Brady    
State Historian

historian@nv-kofc.com  
Phone: 916-284-9882 
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Worthy Brothers,

I need to remind everyone that members MAY NOT use membership contact information for any 
personal activities.

While we understand there is a desire to help others and we totally support helping others, you need to 
advise your members they cannot send emails asking for contributions to things like a Go Fund Me, or 
any other initiative.

Remember no emails can be sent from the Uknight email system, or a emails using an Excel 
membership file downloaded from Supreme, asking for financial help may be sent.

Blanket emails from a personal email cannot be sent to “Brother X” suggesting they go to a Go Fund 
Me site. This still suggests that you are using your association with the Knights for fundraising.

An email that states Johnny Jones’s sister has passed away and he is looking for help please contact him, 
or something to that effect is fine. That is the same as asking for prayers. It stops short of talking about 
a fundraising effort.

We have had several members who did not understand this and violated this point. And were out right 
asking for members to go to a Go Fund Me site. That is what I am trying to prevent.

So, please see that your officers and membership are aware.

Kenneth J Sawyer 
Chief of Staff

Office: 702-646-4404  
ken.j.sawyer@cox.net

Chief of Staff ’s Message

mailto:ken.j.sawyer@cox.net
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State Program Director’s Message 

CURSILLO WEEKEND - PART I  

Worthy Brother Knights: Has any of you been a Cursillista or have gone through a Cursillo course before? If 
you have, what was it like? What have you learned? Did it live up to your expectations? Could you share your 
experience with your Council members. It is a great way of deepening your relationship and understanding 
of the teachings of Jesus. A way of creating a living, loving and caring community that supports and 
encourages us to persevere and live our baptismal vows. 

You might say, I got hooked on the song “De Colores.” After trying to sing it once or twice, it keeps popping 
up in my head as if to remind me that I have an obligation to share this to all my brothers and let them be 
hooked just like me. 

Let the devotion to the Eucharist begin with us. We must keep our faith immune to the ever increasing 
challenges of our times. Supreme strongly believes that the Knights should lead the way and be more 
involved in Eucharistic Adoration and Eucharistic Procession. We can no longer stay on the sideline and 
watch the parade pass us by. The Cursillo movement is one way of rededicating ourselves to that end. 

WHAT IS CURSILLO? 

Pronunciation: cur-SEE’-yo 
Definition: a Spanish word meaning “short course,” or in this case “A Short Course in Christian Living.” 

Cursillo literally means “little course” and is an intense three-day spiritual retreat, the purpose of which is a 
deep personal encounter with Jesus Christ. 
Even where Spanish is not spoken, the word “Cursillo” is never translated into English. 

Why participate?: Cursillo is an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the teachings of Jesus and 
how we can serve him. Participants will gain: 

• an experience of living in a loving and caring Christian community; 

• a continuing community that gives support and encouragement, empowering the  
renewed Christians to persevere in carrying out their Baptismal vows.  

BUT WHAT IS IT, REALLY? 

Cursillo is a three-day weekend. The weekend begins on a Thursday evening and ends on a Sunday. A Cursillo 
weekend is not a retreat, with fasting or extended periods of silence. Rather, it is an experience in Christian 
education, where participants have an opportunity to meet and learn from clergy and laity who are seeking 
to strengthen their faith. Shared prayer, worship, study, music, fellowship, laughter, and tears all work 
together to create a loving atmosphere where you can feel the reality of God’s free and unconditional love. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated daily.  
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Al Pena  
State Program Director 

 al.pena323@yahoo.com  
 Phone: 702-726-7040    

CURSILLO WEEKEND  

What is the weekend schedule? 

Thursday afternoon – You will be driven by your sponsor or another member of the Weekend Team to 
Your Church. The first evening is centered on a silent retreat. 

Friday – After breakfast you will listen to several talks presented by priests,  
deacons, and members of the laity. Small group discussions and sharing follows each talk. You will be given 
the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and quiet times of prayer. Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner provided along with regular breaks. Mass is typically offered. 

Saturday – Similar to Friday, the group dives more deeply into faith through various talks and times of 
prayer. The Rosary is typically prayed as a group on Saturday. 

Sunday – This is the final day celebrated with Mass and some summary thoughts and prayer. This usually 
ends by midday, afterwards you will be driven home by your sponsor.  

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE WEEKEND?  

You will return from the weekend with a renewed commitment to work for Christ. We encourage you to 
look for opportunities in your home churches and communities to follow the great commission of Christ: 
that we should be in the world to make disciples of all people, ministering God’s redemptive gifts of love and 
grace. Cursillo provides a community of friends who help strengthen each other’s growth in faith. The 
community meets in two types of groups:  
 
Group Reunions – a small group of people who meet regularly (often weekly) for mutual encouragement 
and support through Prayer, Study, and Action.  
 
Ultreyas (Diocesan, Regional, or Parish meetings) – a larger group of people who meet (often monthly) to 
share their Christian walk. Ultreyas let us encourage each other in our efforts to evangelize our 
environments.  

(Continued in February’s Newsletter)
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Ray Brewer  
State Community Director 

 clementebucs@gmail.com  
 Phone: 702-501-2389 

State Community Director’s Message

Brother Knights,

Let us welcome this new year by having Christ as the focal point of the celebration. Let us thank the Lord 
for giving us another beautiful year to continue with our much-needed works of charity. 

Remember, that’s the vocal point of the Knights of Columbus that we embraced during the First Degree!

Our Knights of Columbus councils in Nevada continue to go above and beyond in making the community a 
better place, and this year brings more opportunity to assist those in need. Our communities — whether 
that’s your parish or the town in which it resides — will be counting on the Knights to again lead the way.

Here’s a challenge for each council: Find one service activity for 2023, place all of your efforts into making it 
a success.

It could be making care kits for a homeless shelter, feeding the needy, hosting an event to raise money for 
Ukraine, coordinating a parish-wide rosary for Pro Life intention, planning a Coats for Kids drive, or more. 

Whatever it is, please don’t sit on the sideline. Please join the millions of brother Knights worldwide in the 
worthy cause of charity.

The world needs a few good men, and with our brother Knights leading the way, it’s going to be a year of 
great impact through charity.

Let us pray,

Dear God, Thank you for making all things new. Thank you for all that you’ve allowed into our lives this past year, the 
good and the hard things that have reminded us how much we need you and rely on your presence filling us every day.

Vivat Jesus,
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Knight in the Light 

Sir Knight Gary L. Gilsdorf, PGK, PFN, FDD,  

  State Warden and State Advocate 

Gary L Gilsdorf was born Oct 29, 1930, just outside of Cornlea, a small farming community in eastern 
Nebraska.  After graduating from eighth grade, his dad asked him to stay home and help with the farming as 
his oldest brother had gone to fight in WWII.  Since Gary was very mechanically inclined, his dad had him 
fixing tractors and other farm machinery, and making the long haul to market in Omaha, even while Gary was 
quite young.

In 1951, Gary married the love of his life, Dolores (Laurie) M Wemhoff.  Shortly thereafter, Gary went to 
serve in the Army during the Korean War.  With the money that Laurie saved, Gary built their 1st home in 
Columbus, NE shortly after returning from the service.  In April 1960, Gary and Laurie adopted their son, 
Michael, and in August, 1961, their daughter, Sarah Rose was born. 

In the fall of 1962, Gary joined his brother, Mark, and began working construction in Las Vegas, including 
building the original Caesars Palace.  In the spring of 1963, Laurie (and family) visited and then returned to 
Nebraska and packed up and moved to Las Vegas to be with him.  In 1964, Gary and Laurie (and family) 
moved into their new home, where Michael and Sarah grew up, and where Gary still resides.

When Caesars Palace opened in 1964, Gary signed on with Caesars as a locksmith.  Thus began his long 
career working in facilities engineering and maintenance for several hotels on the Strip, including the Mirage, 
Bellagio, and recently the Cosmopolitan.  During that time, Gary setup many special events, even including 
Formula1 racing on a converted parking lot of Caesars!  Gary also built special effects for Siegfried and Roy 
and helped install the fountains that grace the front of the Bellagio.

Gary has always been a loving and attentive husband, father, and grandfather.

Likewise, Gary has continued to remain active in the Catholic community throughout the years, with 
Knights of Columbus being a focal point for his interests.  

Gary joined the Knights on April 9, 1961, as a member of council 938 in Columbus Nebraska.  In August 
1962 Gary and his family moved to Las Vegas for what was to be a six-month job that turned into a career 
working in construction in the Casino Industry.  He transferred to Father Garces council 5693 at St Francis 
de Sales in 1963 and a few years later was elected as the Council Warden and moved up to being Grand 
Knight in 1972.  He joined the Msgr. John J. Lambe Assembly 611 on Feb 2, 1969, and immediately joined the 
color corps where he was active for the next 47 years. He served as the Faithful Navigator of Assembly 611 
from 1974 - 1975. 
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In 1970 he joined the third-degree team as the Law Man a position he held until the new third degree was 
introduced in 2011 when the Decoys were removed from the ceremony.   Gary served the state council as 
District Deputy 6 from 1997 to 2001 and was District Deputy of the Year for 2000 – 2001 fraternal year.   
In 2001 he was elected the state warden and in 2002 elected as the State Advocate a position, he held from 
2002-2004.   

But his influence does not stop there.  Gary also applied his knowledge of construction by helping with the 
remodeling/expansion of St. Francis De Sales School, and then overseeing construction of the original St. 
Thomas More Church building (which is now its Community Center).

Gary continues to attend Mass at St. Viator’s Catholic Church, where he and Laurie had been parishioners for 
many years before she passed away in August of 2017.

Submitted By: J. Michael Brady, State Historian
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Annual Tootsie Roll 
Drive  

Mother Seton Council 11029 
Annual Tootsie Roll Drive was 
held the weekend of October 
29th and 30th at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish.  As a result, 
we were able to donate $3,050 to 
the Employment Resource 
Centers at Opportunity Village, 
Engelstad Campus. 

Opportunity Village primary 
focus is removing barriers 
preventing individuals with 
intellectual or developmental 
disabilities from finding and 
keeping gainful employment. 
Their Employment Resource 
Centers are one of the many ways 
they provide opportunities – and 
a paycheck – to those with 
different abilities. 

Each year our Council’s Annual 
Keep Christ in Christmas 
Buttons are produced at 
Opportunity Village. 

The Employment Resource 
Centers currently create a 
working environment for 191 
individuals. As a primarily self-
funded not-for-profit, 
Opportunity Village saves 
Nevada taxpayers $37.4 million 
annually.

Every dollar made at the 
Opportunity Village Employment 
Resource Centers makes a 
difference by being invested back 
into the programs and individuals 
they serve. This includes 

adults with disabilities employed 
by Opportunity Village, whether 
working on employment 
contracts throughout Southern 
Nevada or at one of their five 
campuses.

- Frank Munoz, GK

Breakfast with Santa 
Teamwork 

It takes a dedicated team to prep 
over 800 breakfasts on a cold 
wintry morning, but this is the 
type of event that draws 
participation ranging from our 
most experienced Life Members 
to our newest fraternal brothers 
and family. Program Co-Chair 
Charles B. Goucher reported a 
total of 85 volunteer service hours 
spent preparing cafeteria-style 
meals consisting of eggs, sausage, 
waffles, fruit, and beverages with 
communal seating set up in the 
clubhouse gymnasium.

This Breakfast with Santa event 
returned to normal after two-
years of alternate arrangements 
and location due to the pandemic. 
The balance of the food was 
transported to other area clubs. 

This service initiative is by far, the 
Council’s most popular Food for 
Families program.  All were on 
their best behavior with Santa in 
attendance. 

- George A. Minter, GK

Christmas Dinner Comes 
Early to Sparks 

Bishop Manogue Assembly 612 
hosted a well-attended combined 
4th Degree Assembly/local Council 
Christmas dinner held in the 
Immaculate Conception parish hall 
on December 17th in Sparks.  
Over 110 holiday-spirited attendees 
not only enjoyed the open 
beverage bar and a fine NY steak 
dinner with all the fixin’s, but also 
the live entertainment and the 
sense of fraternity amongst fellow 
knights and family.

Faithful Navigator SK Charles 
Goucher helped plan the event; 
Faithful Color Corps Commander 
SK William Sousa catered the 
meal. All were served in the 
holiday-decorated hall and tables 
with the volunteer help of many.

The open bar tip container raised 
$448 dollars, and area councils 
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Ponderosa 4928, Our Lady of 
the Desert 12877, and St. 
Michael the Archangel 10577, all 
agreed to chip in, in addition to 
the Assembly, to round off a 
donation by the Assembly in the 
amount of $1,000 to Catholic 
Charities of Northern Nevada as 
part of a Bishop Manogue 
Assembly 612  Food for Family 
initiative.

- Charles B. Goucher, FN 

St. Joseph Icon at 
Immaculate 
Conception 

On Sunday, December 4 one day 
after the midyear meetings here 
in Reno Nevada we were blessed 
by having the Saint Joseph icon 
on display at Immaculate, 
Conception, church in Sparks, 
Nevada. Our Pastor Father 
Philip had a visiting priest from 
Elko, Nevada, both of them 
from India, who were drumming 
up support for the young 
seminarians from India.

Ponderosa Council purchased 8 
cases of 12 coats for $2,012.76 
which were matched by 
Supreme.  Members also 
donated additional coats, gloves, 
and handmade scarves at a cost of 
approximately $650.00.  In 
total, 240 coats, 75 pairs of gloves, 
and 127 scarfs were available for 
distribution.  A total of 75 hours 
were volunteered in service.

- George A. Minter, GK

Aid & Support After 
Pregnancy 

ASAP is a relatively new 
initiative to help mothers and 
babies by supporting pregnancy 
resource centers and maternity 
homes.  
For every $500 your council or 
assembly donates to a pregnancy 
resource center or maternity 
home (up to $2,000), the 
Supreme Council will donate 
$100.

Ironically, Father Bejou’s Parish in 
Elko, is named Saint Joseph.

- Leo V Carew III, GK

Coats for Kids Smiles 

Since 2009, the Knights of 
Columbus have been encouraging 
councils to participate in their 
Coats for Kids program. 
Ponderosa Council 4928 has done 
just that at various venues. In 2015 
this service initiative was moved 
to a “coat dressing room” in 
conjunction with the Boys and 
Girls Club of Truckee Meadows 
Breakfast with Santa program.  
It was the perfect fit — free 
breakfast, a new coat, Santa, and 
happy families.

Then, in 2020, the club asked for 
an accelerated delivery of coats in 
mid-November due to a severe 
cold snap.  In 2021, pandemic 
restrictions required coats to be 
distributed in freezing weather 
outside in the parking lot at a 
different location.  This year, the 
entire program has returned to 
normal.  Inside food service, 
indoor seating, in-person pleas 
with Santa, and a separate warm 
coat selection room for the needy.

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/aid-suppport-after-pregnancy.html
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Family of the Month 

You won’t find Santa Claus on 
the Ponderosa Council 4928 
roster, but he’s there — and not 
just in spirit!  This holiday 
season marked the 28th 
consecutive year SK John 
Lyninger and Lady Lisa (aka 
Mrs. Claus) have portrayed our 
North Pole neighbors bringing 
nervous joy to all the kids at the 
Boys and Girls Club of Truckee 
Meadows Breakfast with Santa 
Program, a program long 
supported by our Council.

It also marked the first time in 
over two years that believers 
were able to sit on their laps with 
wish lists and sugarplums dancing 
in their head.  December is 
certainly the appropriate month 
to recognize the Lyninger family 
as our Council Family of the 
Month.  “Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry 
Christmas.” 

  -  George Minter, GK

Knight of the Month 

Whether it’s the weather or not, 
this recent knight transferee from 
Chico, CA has impacted something 
what everybody talks about, but 
seldom does much about: bringing 
the latest audio- visual technologies 
to Ponderosa Council.  
As a former TV weatherman, and an 
active professional meteorologist, 
SK AnthonyWatts has worked 
with and understands the potential 
of the latest technology and how 
best to reach out to our younger 
generation. Admittedly, many of us 
Baby Boomers were skeptical, but 
we asked him to try to capture the 
commitment and joy of our 
members working the Breakfast 
with Santa and the Coats for Kids 
programs. The results were terrific 
for which he is recognized as our 
Knight of the Month for December.  

We now have him working on 
various approaches to present Into 
the Breach, as well as membership 
drives for both young and the old 
candidates. “Smile, you’re on camera 
and the internet.” 

 -  George Minter, GK

Knight of the Month 

On Saturday, December 17 
before our annual Christmas 
party council 12877 recognized 
SK Jim Gibson for his 
dedicated service as an usher 
every Saturday afternoon mass. 
Jim has been a member of the 
Knights of Columbus for over 
eight years and his dedication 
and service proves it. He puts 
his faith into action when he 
volunteers his service every 
Saturday at mass and at other 
events we host. Thank you, Jim 
for your service.

  -  Leo V Carew III, GK
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Meynard Infantado 
State Deputy 

StateSecretary@NV-KofC.com 
C: 702-280-5923 

_______________________________ 

Rev. John McShane 
State Chaplain 

C: 702-807-4677 
_______________________________ 

Al Cuccinelli  
State Secretary  

StateSecretary@NV-KofC.com 
C: 305-588-6312 

_______________________________ 

Christopher T. Traver 
State Treasurer 

StateTreasurer@NV-KofC.com 
C: 702-575-8862 

_______________________________ 

John Long 
State Advocate 

StateAdvocate@NV-KofC.com 
C: 775-232-9877 

_______________________________ 

Dan St. Pierre  
State Warden  

StateWarden@NV-KofC.com 
C: 702-280-1009 

_______________________________ 

Joe Haun    
Immediate Past State Deputy   

immediatepastsd@NV-KofC.com  
C: 702-219-5785   

_______________________________ 

Ken Sawyer   
Chief of Staff   

ken.j.sawyer@cox.net  
C: 702-646-4404  

_______________________________ 

Russell J. Bernhardt 
State Executive Secretary 

rjb.nv@charter.net 
(775) 636-1110 

_______________________________ 

Nevada State Officers 
Contact Information

Diocese of Reno 
Seminarians 

Sean Scherschel 
Theology I 

St. John’s Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Anthony Rico 
Mount Angel Seminary 

_______________________________ 

Rene Rodriguez 
Theology III 

St. John's Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Diocese of Las Vegas 
Seminarians 

Juanpablo Macias 
Theology I 

Mount Angel Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Robert Martinez 
2nd Year Pre-Theology  
Mount Angel Seminary 

_______________________________ 

Simon Tran 
2nd Year Theology  

Saint John's Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Deacon Joseph "AJ" Sales 
4th Year Theology  

Mundelein Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Deacon Jacob Knee  
Campus Ministry and Teacher  
Bishop Gorman High School  
_______________________________ 

German-Andrés Ramirez 
1st Year Theology  

Saint John's Seminary 
_______________________________

Sean-Matthew Flores 
2nd Year Pre-Theology  
Mount Angel Seminary 

_______________________________ 

Michael Williams 
3rd Year Theology  

Mount Angel Seminary 
_______________________________ 

Magnus Igbokwe 
Pastoral Assignment and 
Mount Angel Seminary 

_______________________________ 
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Al Cuccinelli, State Secretary 
State Newsletter Editor 

 
acuccinelli@me.com 
305 588 6312

Blessed Michael McGivney 

Pray for Us 
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